
 1 

  

  
 

 

                         

 

SAFETY 

 
 

We know safety is important in the 

workshop but we don’t always follow 

safe procedures. Legislation, adminis-

tered by OSH, is being extended all the 

time to work places and now even to vol-

untary clubs like WAWG and to the 

growing Men’s Shed movement. 

 

Now we are asked to “sign in” when we 

go to the club and to record any accident, 

real or potential! Is this an imposition or 

just common sense? 

 

The Committee wants to have one of our 

meetings devoted to the subject of safety 

soon. This should clarify things for us all  

as to what we must do when using ma-

chinery. 

  

COMMITTEE 
 

President 

 Graham Bourquin 626 2602  

Vice President 

 Michael Bradstock 833 6253 

Captain 

Paul Sokolich          838 2942 

Secretary 

 Paul Altena 832 3732 

Treasurer  
 Ted McKinstry  837 5012 

Editor 

 Alex Green      827 0308 

Members 
 Des Bellette 818 4607 

Bruce Eccles 837 0108 

Joseph Green 817 8929 

Steve Hodge 021827058 

Phill Lunnon 818 6244 

Reuben Wood 832 7060 

 

  Club Rooms : 

2 Rangeview Rd., Sunnyvale, 

Auckland, NZ. Tel : 027 604 

3851. 

Postal Address :  

PO Box 69135, Glendene, Waitak-

ere 0645 

 

Club Meetings 

1st & 3rd Thursday ea. Month at 

7.15 pm. 

 

Hands on sessions 

Mondays (not holidays) 1-3 pm. 

Tuesdays (Juniors) 1-3 pm 

Saturdays from 1.30 pm. 

Web Address 

Www.wawg.co.nz 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 September 6th Demonstration  Graham Bourquin on  

  Miniature Turning  

  Competition Laminated Turning 

  

September 20th Guild Meeting 

  

October 4th Guild Meeting 

  

October 4th - 7th Woodturning New Zealand Interna 

  tional Symposium, Wesley College, Paerata. 

 

October 18th Guild Meeting 

  

October 26th—28th Waitaki Woodturners Spinaround.  

  Oamaru Racecourse. 

 

November 1st Competition Wooden Toy 

  

November 15th Guild Meeting  Top Night. 

  
  

 

Some Useless Facts 
 

Emus and  kangaroos cannot walk backwards and are on the Aus-

tralian coat of arms for that reason. 

 

Your thumb is the same length as your nose 

 

Camel milk does not curdle 
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Guild Meeting 5th July 2012 

 
18 members present with 9 items on the Show & Tell table. 

 

The President told us that we will have to maintain an Attendance 

Book and an Accident Register to comply with regulations.  

Everybody is asked to sign in at each attendance. 

If anything comes loose from a lathe it needs to be recorded. 

Safety is paramount, but we will not have “police”. 

 

Competition—Multi-Centre Turning 

  

 Results 

  Competent 

 1. Paul Altena 

 2. Peter Green 

 3. Trevor Pollard 

 

  Advanced 

 1. Ted McKinstry 

 

The main part of the evening was occupied by Dick Vietch. He first 

told us of the Woodturning New Zealand International Symposium 

which is being run by South Auckland Woodturners Guild Inc. It is 

at Wesley College Paerata from 4th to 7th October and there is an 

impressive line-up of international and national demonstrators. 

 

Dick then switched on his computer/projector and took us through 

his visit to the UK where he and Terry Scott visited woodturning 

clubs and woodturning suppliers. Then they flew to Norway to join 

the ship which was doing the cruise up the Norwegian coast. It car-

ried many demonstrators as well as machinery and tool suppliers.  

 

Passengers can watch  demonstrations and get instruction from the 

professionals and the ship also berths at many small towns along the 

coast giving local enthusiasts the chance to come aboard and see the  
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Show. 

 

Dick took the opportunity to take some on-shore trips between stops 

and his photographs of the mountains, rivers and waterfalls were 

magnificent. 

 

We all enjoyed the evening and thanked Dick with a round of warm 

applause. 

 

 

 

 

 

NAW 

 
 At the July Committee meeting Phill Lunnon pointed out that 

with the increasing emphasis on safety the NAW website had some 

information that could be useful. 

 

 The NAW needs more members, if people who buy the 

magazine from time to time from the shops joined the NAW instead, 

they would save money. If NAW membership grew it would save the 

magazine having to be reduced in size and quality. 

 

 The insurance the guild gets via the NAW covers our club 

events and not members at private events. If this levy has to rise at 

any time it would have to be reflected in the cost to members. 

 

 

 

Anniversary 
  

Ted (who keeps track of such things!)  reminded us that June 
2013 will be the Guild’s 30th Anniversary. Put on your think-
ing caps now for things to do to mark this milestane. 
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Men’s Shed Movement 
 

 
The national men’s shed conference in Wellington at the end 
of June and beginning of July set up a steering committee to 
look at a national association constitution, legal form and na-
tional aims. 
 
In New Zealand there are around 40 community men’s sheds 
established or in the process of being set up. Ireland has 82, 
the UK 8, and Australia 803, with one being formed every 
week. 
 
One has now been set up in Henderson and Ted McKinstry 
and Steve Hodge have been going there. They can help 
them, perhaps, with projects and we could get some new 
members for our club from the Men’s Shed attendees. 
 
A key focus of the movement is men’s  health. The No.1 killer 
of men in Australia is social isolation. Men’s Sheds can coun-
teract the isolation. A major activity in these sheds is social 
contact. Ten percent is about the tools, 90 percent is about 
the camaraderie.  The need isn’t as extreme in NZ but the 
opportunity to have a cup of tea and socialize with those in a 
similar situation is the dominant one for many who attend a 
Shed. 

 

New Zealand sheds are all shapes and sizes:-  

The Eastbourne & Bays shed, in an old fire engine garage,  is 

crammed on the one day a week it opens with a dozen men. 

They have helped a local school without a tech workshop to 

complete class projects 
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The Henley Men’s Shed in Masterton has 120 members 

and they apply the OSH regulations and treat it as a work 

place.  

The Waimea shed in Nelson supplies members who tutor 

DIY classes at the local Bunnings store 

On the health front the Franklin men’s shed requires each man 

joining to undergo a PSA prostate cancer health check when 

he pays his $10 sub – in 4 years they have caught two men  

with early stages of prostate cancer and saved their lives. The 

Picton members indicated similar treatment encouraged by 

their shed policy.  

So not just mental health can benefit but physical also. 

(Extracted, with thanks from “The Shed” Aug/Sept 2012) 

 

 

Oh My God    I'm Rich !!!! (O.M.G.) 

 

 

Silver in my hair 

Gold in my teeth 

Crystals in my kidneys 

Sugar in my blood 

Lead in my behind 

Iron in my arteries 

And an inexhaustible supply 

of Natural Gas!!! 

I never thought I would 

accumulate such wealth 

 (Thanks Adith) 
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Apologies 
 

This issue of the Newsletter is late and I have made it a bi-
monthly in an effort to catch up. A variety of problems led to  
The Newsletter taking a back seat.  
I hope to return to the regular monthly schedule. 
 
Editor 
 

 

 

Information 
 
A 75 Year Old Lady rings her local NHS hospital and this conversation 
follows:  
 
'Hello I'd like some information on a patient, Mrs Tiptree.  She was ad-
mitted last week with chest pains and I just want to know if her condi-
tion has deteriorated, stabilised or improved?' 
 
'Do you know which ward she is in?' 'Yes, ward P, room 2B' 
'I'll just put you through to the nurse station.' 
' 
Hello, ward P, how can I help?' 'I would just like some information on a 
patient, Mrs Tiptree, I was wondering if her condition had deteriorated, 
stabilised or improved?' 
 
'I'll just check her  notes I'm pleased to say that Mrs Tiptree's condi-
tioned has mproved. She has regained her appetite, her temperature 
has steadied and after some routine checks tonight, she should be well 
enough to go home tomorrow.' 
 
'Oh that's wonderful news, I'm so happy, thank you ever so much!' 
 
'You seem very relieved, are you a close friend or relative?' 
 
' No, I'm Mrs Tiptree in room 2b. Nobody tells you **** all in here!  
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